
Aldersgate In Action
In Depth: The Aldersgate logo was inspired by the Love Sculpture in Philadelphia, 
PA., to remind us that God is Love and that Love is the Greatest Commandment.

Aldersgate United Methodist Church • 1741 Sayles Blvd.,  Abilene, TX 79605 • (325) 672-7893
www.aldersgateabilene.org

Welcome to Aldersgate United Methodist Church, where the mission is to raise up deeply 
devoted disciples of Jesus. You have a place here. Regardless of who you are, where you 
have been and where you are in faith’s journey, you belong here. In Aldersgate In Action, 
you will find information about various ministries and opportunities. Please, feel no 
pressure. Just know that if you are looking to grow in your faith and in relationships with 
God and others, you are welcome and encouraged to do both here. Grace and Peace! 

In Depth: “Being Church: What God has Made Us to be Together” is the name of our current sermon 
series, which has been designed to help us explore the nature of and God’s purpose for the Church. Today’s 
theme, “United,” is the third in the series.  You will find the order of worship for today’s service on Page 4. 



In the Works
Regularly Scheduled Services and Opportunities to Grow and Serve:

Sunday:  
    9:00  a.m.  Traditional Worship
   10:05 a.m.  Sunday School
   11:05 a.m.  Contemporary Worship 
     5:00 p.m.  Youth
        Growth Groups
        Kids for Christ
     7:30 p.m.  College Ministry
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In Depth:  Each week, the pages of the In Action will contain updates, news and other information about 
Aldersgate’s music ministry, the children’s, youth and college ministries, and opportunities to serve in the 
Mission Field. (The Mission Field has been identified as four areas of focus in which to share the love of 
God outside of the church locally: McMurry University (and other Abilene colleges and universities), Bowie 
Elementary, Our Neighborhoods and Aldersgate Academy). 

All are welcome! Please contact the Office (672-7893), if you’d like to know
    more about becoming involved in the activities on the schedule below. 

This Week:
Monday: Office Closed for Martin 
  Luther King Jr. Day
     7:00 p.m.   Boy Scouts

Tuesday:
     6:00 p.m.   Jubilee Ringers

Wednesday: 
     7:00 p.m.    Chancel Choir

Connections: Sharing Stories Through Pictures
     There is a familiar saying that a picture is 
worth a thousand words. I could not agree more, 
and I think it is part of what is so captivating 
about photos. During the past year, our main 
hallway has undergone some remodeling as 
we have updated the floor, added the Welcome 
Center, created a space for coffee and donuts, 
and transformed our walls into a rotating art 
gallery. We also have added three monitors 
that display announcements, share photos and 
tell the story of Aldersgate. This is where you 
come in! Almost everyone has a smart phone 

with them and can snap photos in an instant. If you are serving with your Sunday School class, having 
a celebration with your Growth Group, volunteering with the UMW, or doing anything related to the 
church, please send me your photos and share your story! Sharing these photos and stories on the monitor 
is one way to keep us connected as we continue to grow as a church and inspire us in our mission of raising 
up deeply devoted disciples of Jesus. Send photos and stories to jessica@aldersgateabilene.org or text them 
to me at (210) 849-9122. — Jessica Watson
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College Ministry: College Growth Groups
    Students, I hope that you have 
enjoyed being back in classes this 
last week! As you consider your 
schedule and routine for the spring, 
as well as your New Year’s resolutions, 
I hope you will take time to think 
about the many spiritual formation 
opportunities before you. I especially 
would like to make you aware of the 
two college Growth Groups that 
Aldersgate sponsors. We host a group 
for freshmen students, led by Carly 

Payne, and a group for sophomores, juniors and seniors, led by Dennis Land. Each group will use video-
driven curriculum as the basis for discussion and will spend time sharing with each other and supporting 
one another through prayer. I believe that these groups offer the greatest potential for students to develop 
strong, meaningful and close relationships with others who also are seeking to grow in their relationship with 
God. I sincerely hope you will consider joining one of these groups for the semester. If you are interested, 
please contact me at 325-665-9116 or kyle@aldersgateabilene.org as soon as possible so I can connect you 
with one of the group leaders. Grace and Peace — Kyle Watson

Children’s Ministry: Kids for Christ Starts Tonight!
    We are so excited about Kids for Christ starting tonight! If your child is a regular, you already know how 
great it is, but if you have never given it a try, here are the details:
     1. For kids age 3 through 5th Grade.
     2. Sunday nights from 5:00 to 7:30 p.m.
     3. They eat dinner (cost is $35 per semester), have a Bible lesson, play games and go to choir.
     4. It is a great way for your kids to start 
         forming friendships with the kids they 
         meet on Sunday mornings.
  This semester, the elementary kids are 
starting a new curriculum called What’s in 
the Bible. It will teach all of us some basic and 
not-so-basic information about each book 
of the Bible. I am really looking forward to 
it, and I think the kids will like it too! All 
Kindergarten through 5th Grade kids will 
start on the playground if the weather is 
warm enough, and the preschoolers will start 
in their regular room. I hope to see all of your 
kids here tonight! — Alayna Brooks
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Being Church:  What God has made us to be together
United

John 17: 20-23
Sermon Notes

      Our Mission: Raising Up Deeply Devoted Disciples of Jesus

Now that’s a prayer

The Prayers of Jesus FOR US! (Romans 8:31-34, John 17:20-23)

Our Cultural and Experiential Cloud

The Great Babel Reversal (Genesis 3 and 11)

Unified in Jesus…

 …by our need (Romans 3:23-24)  
 

 …by our confession (Ephesians 4:1-6)

 ...by our calling (Matthew 4:19, 28:19)

But what about diversity? (I Corinthians 12-13)

No Shame…

My Response:

Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace.
Ephesians 4:3



Being Church: What God has Made us to be Together ... United
Growth Group Questions 

Week 1: January 17-23, 2016
1. Introduce and tell a little about yourself (where you grew up, your career, your family, 
    a highlight from the summer, etc.).

2. Go over the Purpose of Growth Groups (you will receive this at your first group 
    meeting). Look up the listed Scriptures and discuss them.

3. Go over the Growth Group Covenant (you will receive this at your first group meeting).

4. The sermon was introduced by a video clip from Bruce Almighty. In the clip, Bruce 
    prays a prayer that God responds to by saying, “Now that’s a prayer.” Can you recall 
    a time when a prayer really impacted you? What do you think is really important 
    about prayer?

5. Being Church: What God has Made us to be Together is the name of the current 
    sermon series. It is a series about the nature and purpose of the church. In what 
    ways has the church made a difference in your life? Has the church ever left you 
    disappointed? Please explain.

        (continued on reverse side)



Growth Group Questions Continued
6. As the church, God has made us to be Unified (this week’s sermon topic). What about 
   this week’s sermon really got your attention?

7. Read John 17:20-23. Of all the things that Jesus could pray for, he prays that his 
    followers will be unified. Why do you think this is so important? What role, if any, 
    do you have in assuring Jesus’ prayer is answered? How does Christian unity help “the 
    world” know they are loved by God? 

8. Pastor Steve raised the point that we can stand together in unity because we are 
    all in need of God’s love, forgiveness, and grace. Does this reality help you to be more 
    understanding and gracious towards others when you are impacted by their flaws and 
    sins? Please explain.

9. Why do you think we are so tempted to focus on our differences or diversity rather than 
    on what we have in common as followers of Jesus?

10. Pastor Steve said, “One of the most transformational benefits of being committed to 
      unity in Christ is that life robbing shame has no place or power.” What do you think 
      he meant by this? 
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Missions: 2016 International Mission Trips Overview 

• June 18-26, 2016 
• In support of the work of UMC missionaries     

Rev. David and Cindy Ceballos.  
• The team will conduct a vision screening clinic 

in the mountain village of Guabal. You need no  
special training or certification to be a member 
of this team. 

• The trip will cost approximately $700 for 
Aldersgate members.

• Contact the team leader, Jack Darnell, at 
kb1rd@icloud.com or 325-829-7537 for more 
information.

• July 30 - August 7, 2016
• For this trip, our team will help construct a multi-purpose facility in Punta Delgadita and another TBD 

effort to further connect the new church with the rural and impoverished community. 
• The cost will be approximately $650.
• This trip is primarily for college students; however, all are welcome. 
• Contact the team leader, Kyle Watson, at 325-665-9116 or kyle@aldersgateabilene.org for more 

information.

• May 30 - June 6, 2016
• The team will go to New Life 

Children’s Home in Villa Nueva 
where we will minister to the 58 
kids in the home and perform 
light construction work based on 
the skills of the team. For example, 
last year we painted the exterior of 
the school. 

• Browse www.nlai.com for more 
infomation.

• The trip will cost approximately 
$650 for Aldersgate members.

• Contact the team leaders, Greg Jaklewicz at jaklewiczg@reporternews.com  and Kevin Ripple at kevin.
ripple@att.net for more information.

Panama I 

Panama II

Guatemala 
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In Depth: At Aldersgate, all are invited to practice faithfulness in our 
prayers, presence (attendance), gifts (offering of money), service (action in 
the community) and witness (sharing our faith). You will find information 
about service and witness throughout the pages of Aldersgate In Action. 
This page is dedicated to matters of prayer, presence, and gifts.

Prayers

Gifts 

Clay Meadows
Doris Ogden
Dori Oiler
Lou Swindell
Ken Schmidt
Alice Shaw
Alice Alcala

Carolyn Strain
Military and Families
Mary Gregory
Millie Speed
Sarah Doucette
Delmon Wilson

Presence                           1.10.2016

Budget for 2016 = $
Received This Week = $26,923.27
Received This Month-to-Date = $36,944.27
Received Year-to-Date = $36,944.27
2015 Faith Promise Pledge = $
2015 Faith Promise Contributions = $1,870.08

Staying Connected:

Address: 1741 Sayles, 79605

Phone Number: (325) 672-7893

Office Hours:

     Mon. - Thurs. 8-12, 1-5

     Fri. 8-12

Web Site: 

     www.aldersgateabilene.org

Facebook: Aldersgate UMC

Text Message Reminders:

     gracepeace to 313131

E-mail Reminders:

     news@aldersgateabilene.org

The e-mail prayer list is coordinated by Barbara Owens. Please send prayer requests and 
requests to join the e-mail list to prayer@aldersgateabilene.org.

In Depth: Aldersgate offers two forms of electronic giving: Online Bill 
Pay and ACH Direct Draft.  EFT Authorization Forms are available in 
the office and on our website at www.aldersgateabilene.org.  If you have 
additional questions regarding Stewardship, contact K.B. Woods (672-
7893, kbwoods@aldersgateabilene.org).  

Lou Adams
Clinton Gayle
Addison English
Lora Langford
Bob Kuykendall
Sherli Aldridge

9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Service = 206
                           11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship Service = 186
                                     Total Worship Service Attendance = 392
                                                   Sunday School = 192

Aldersgate volunteers serve at the Methodist Food Pantry, located at N. 1st and 
Shelton, on the second Tuesday of the month, from 3:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Free 
childcare is available. For more information call Susan Steele at 605-381-6322.

Ministry Leaders
Pastor: Steve Brooks (325) 660-4415

Associate Pastor: 

     Amy Wilson Feltz (325) 660-5017

Finance: K. B. Woods

Music: David Wallis

Children: Alayna Brooks

     & Amber Redman

Youth/Contemporary Worship:

     Daniel Mathis

College/Young Adults: Kyle Watson

Connections: Jessica Watson

Academy: Carol Rogers

Reception: Susan Acosta

Administration: Kathryn Andrews

Custodial Services: 

     Robert Sandoval

Facebook page: facebook.com/AldersgateUnitedMethodist Church
Twitter:@AldersgateABI
Instagram:@aldersgateabi

In Depth: Sunday School classes are offered at 10:05 a.m. for all ages. To learn 
more about Adult Sunday School classes, call Amy Wilson Feltz at 672-7893 or 
send an e-mail to amywilsonfeltz@aldersgateabilene.org.

The Food Pantry would like to provide paper 2016 calendars to its families. If 
you have extras you would like to donate, please bring them by the church office.



by Timothy Palmer
In the World                

   In 2016, we are reading through 
the Bible together using the Bible 
Project reading plan that includes 
introduction videos for each book 
of the Bible and daily readings. 
They have the Bible divided into 16 
sections or chapters, all designed 
to help you get a feel for the Bible, 
Old and New Testaments, as one 
long story from creation to Christ’s 
ultimate return. We will publish the 
daily readings in the In Action each 
week. You also may find them at 
ht t p: //t hebibleprojec t .t u mbl r.
com/readscripture along with the 
suggested videos. The videos are 
available on the website or you can 
have them sent to your email inbox 
as they come up in the cycle. There 
is also an app for your smart phones.   
  Tim Mackie, one of the founders  
of the Bible Project, says, “We want 
to help you learn how to read the 
Bible as you actually read through 
the entire thing for yourself.” Let’s 
begin this journey through the bible 
together. Grace and Peace, 
—Pastor Steve and Pastor Amy

17 Jan: Exodus 1-3, Psalm 17
             Exodus Pt 1 Video
18 Jan: Exodus 4-6, Psalm 18
19 Jan: Exodus 7-9, Psalm 19
20 Jan: Exodus 10-12, Psalm 20
21 Jan: Exodus 13-15, Psalm 21
22 Jan: Exodus 16-18, Psalm 22
23 Jan: Exodus 19-21, Psalm 23
             Exodus Pt 2 Video

  Daily Readings

   I once read a book titled, Reconciling All Things. 
In the book, the  authors, both professors at Duke 
Divinity, make the argument that, in a world 
dominated by division and discord, the real 
work of the church is the practice of Christian 
reconciliation. Reconciliation, they suggest, is 

a step beyond conflict resolution toward a very real, deep, soul- level 
healing of human beings who have been harmed by and have harmed 
each other. The image they create of our world is one in which all human 
beings are restored to a right relationship with God, with themselves, 
with one another, and with creation. This is an audacious dream, to be 
sure! I don’t know about you, but, struggle as I may to live at peace with 
my neighbor, as soon as they cut me off in traffic, reconciliation and 
peace fly out the window, along with my angry words.... 
  The thing that struck me most about the book was not
\ws’ 9h sz  this idea that Christian reconciliation is a possibility. Rather, 
the stories of the men writing  captured my theological and political 
imagination. One is a Catholic priest who survived genocide in 
Rwanda, and the other had spent time working for racial reconciliation 
in Mississippi. What if the church could become an example of unity, 
charity, and reconciliation in our fragmented and fractured world? 
Would our dedication to love and understanding for one another 
spread and bring healing to others? What if Aldersgate, like Emmanuel 
Katongole and Chris Rice, did the difficult work of peacing together 
the fragmented fabric of our individual pain into a quilt of communal 
comfort and healing? 
       During the season of Lent, which begins on Ash Wednesday, February 
10th, and ends on Easter Sunday, March 27th, our community will be 
creating a quilt that represents the Aldersgate family, created by the 
people in the pews, and crafted together from fabric that YOU provide! 
    Here is what we need: 
    1.  We would love to include fabric from each family/individual who 
is part of the Aldersgate family. You can bring your fabric and place 
it in the fabric donation bin in the main hallway of Aldersgate each 
Sunday between now and March 1st! 
   2.  If you are a skilled (or novice) quilter/seamstress/seamster/crafter, 
we could use your help in creating this quilt! Call me or email me if you 
are interested in helping in this capacity! My cell is (325 ) 668 -0626, and 
my e mail is timothypalmermusic@gmail.com. 


